Catfish 69
Andrew Bushard

Reviews
Books

Argow, Waldermar

1950:
What Do Religious Liberals Believe?  Yellow Springs, OH: Anitoch Press.

An old and powerful book.  Sometimes old books are obsolete because of limited perspective or style, yet this book represents the type of old book that is timeless and in fact often better because it had the best of the old ways with a universal point of view.  

Overall, when this book describes “Religious Liberalism” it sounds a lot like Atheism.  

This book fascinated me.  It’s obscure and out of print, so it is likely hard to find, and especially, because it’s less than 100 pages, I trust you will dig it if you can get your hands on it.
Gopnik, Adam

2024: 
All Happiness Is. New York: Livelight Publishing Corporation.  

After finding a very short book in the Austin Public Library, I got inspired to read more very short books.  This book is approximately 5x8 with 62 pages total.  Its thesis is similar to the thesis of Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi’s books on flow, yet it expresses itself in more narrative type format, and of course in a much shorter format.  
Mahoney, Kathleen

1993:
Simple Wisdom: Shaker Sayings, Poems, and Songs. New York: Penguin Books.

I remember hearing about the Shakers in history classes, yet I didn’t know too much specific stuff about them.  This work gave me some basic information.  The sayings it included tended to have some wisdom sure, yet derivative and cliched wisdom.  This book served its purpose.  It was short, so it’s hard to go wrong with a short book like this.  The book provided enjoyment.
Manwell, Reginald D. and Sophia Lyon Fahs


1962: 
The Church Across the Street.  USA: Beacon Press.

This book reminds me of Faiths for the Few: A Study of Minority Religions, except it focuses not only minority religions, yet majority religions.  This book is old, yet it fascinates.  I knew about most of these faiths, yet this book gave me new knowledge about these common faiths, and furthermore it did introduce to new albeit mainstream faiths that I didn’t hear about before.
Maxwell, John C.

2022: 
The Thinker’s Edge: Maxwell Moments: 11 Practices for Getting Ahead in Business and Life.  Nashville: Hatchette Book Group.
John Maxwell is overrated and this book is derivative, yet at the same time, it is solid motivational content.  It’s not paradigm changing, yet it can serve as inspiration.
Pigliucci, Massimo

2020: 
A Field Guide to a Happy Life: 53 Brief lesson for Living.  New York: Basic Books.

I found the first part of this book extreme, because I find the philosophical foundation of this book, Stoicism extreme.  The author qualified and modified his stoicism later on, yet it’s stlll too extreme for me.  I like a few things about Stoicism, yet whatever version we have of it is too extreme.
Thundberg, Greta

2019:
No One is Too Small to Make a Difference.  USA: Penguin Books.
I have heard a lot about Greta, so since I was looking for shorter books, I chose this one.  I admire her activism.  I find her tone too harsh for my tastes, yet I think she is one of those people with a mission in life.  Her cause is not my main cause, yet I admire people who have a well defined life mission like Greta.

Films
Operation Valkyrie, YouTube.

I didn't think it was possible for something about the Nazis to be boring.  This wasn't completely boring, yet it bordered on boring at many points.  The narrator was monotone and from the preview it looked like it would be a fast paced Hollywood movie, yet it was a dull documentary.  At first I thought the documentary was going to be a few minutes or 15 or so as an introduction then we would have the movie as the main feature.  Unfortunately the documentary was the entire thing.
Periodicals
The Unitarian Universalist Christian, Summer Autumn 1980 Volume 35 No 2, Boston, MA: The Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship, Inc.

This book is stitched together like a pamphlet, yet it represents a periodical.  This particular issue contained two catechisms; an orthodox catechism, and a Unitarian catechism like document to compare the two.  The first catechism was longer and I wish the Unitarian one would have been longer, yet otherwise this is a splendid concept for a periodical.
